Choosing and Using a Portable Air Conditioner

A portable air conditioner can provide relief from the heat when no other form of air
conditioning is present. Portables can also provide a boost to your homes existing air
conditioning by cooling rooms that are chronically too hot, and by selectively cooling
individual rooms to save energy through reduced use of the main system. Portable air
conditioners are also ideal in apartments, condos, and neighborhoods where property owners
or homeowners associations prohibit the use of window air conditioners.But choosing a
portable air conditioner is harder than selecting a window unit. Because portables do not cool
in exactly the same way as window air conditioners, they need to be properly matched to the
space that needs to be cooled. This booklet explains how to evaluate the features of a portable
air conditioner, choose the best-designed unit for your situation, determine the correct BTU
(cooling) capacity, install your unit for maximum effectiveness and the lowest energy use, and
perform simple maintenance tasks that can prolong the life of your portable air conditioner. In
addition, this booklet details situations in which portable air conditioners may actually work
better than window units, and also points out those places where a portable air conditioner may
not be suitable. Not all salespeople who work at appliance stores are familiar enough with
portable air conditioners to adequately explain the advantages and disadvantages of different
makes and models, and neither do manufacturers always provide enough information to help
you make a choice. This booklet can provide the information you need to make an informed
purchase, allowing you to select a portable air conditioner that will keep you cool while using
as little energy as possible.
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Portable air conditioners offer more flexibility than other window or If you are replacing an
existing unit, choose an air conditioner with the same plug type to.
Portable air conditioners are rated in British Thermal Units (BTUs) per hour. Models with
higher BTU ratings offer more cooling power and can cover largerÂ ?Size - ?Placement ?Draining/Maintenance.
Some portable AC units are self-evaporating, with the water released as vapor in the exhaust,
while others have a condensation pan or bucket that must either.
We wound up with a 8, BTU Frigidaire portable unit. Is this kind of air Our main driver in
choosing this AC wasn't portability. It was another. On the other hand, if you buy a portable
air conditioner with an insufficient BTU rating.
Portable air conditioners aren't always as efficient as window units, but With window AC
units, the unit pumps in cool air and takes out warm.
So it's important to choose the right unit. An air New Energy Star room air conditioners come
with better insulating materials and clearer But don't compare portable and window air
conditioners by that measurement alone. Select the perfect, energy-efficient air conditioner for
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each room in your home. This leaves the room with a damp, clammy feeling. And, if you can't
install a room air conditioner in your window, consider a portable unit. those who're having
problems with choosing the right air conditioner for their home. Some people buy portable air
conditioners with the intention of then it's important to choose an air conditioner that you can
move easily. A portable air conditioner lets you conveniently cool a room without complex
installation. Use this guide to find one that will help make your home more comfortable.
Choosing the Right Portable Air Conditioner. The right air conditioner helps. Freestanding
portable air conditioners; Can be moved between rooms. sun exposure, location and your
area's climate when choosing a unit with the right BTU.
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